Amperozide and conditioned behaviour in rats: potentiation by classical neuroleptics and alpha-methylparatyrosine.
Amperozide, a new putatively antipsychotic compound, has been evaluated for its effect on conditioned avoidance response and food-reinforced lever-pressing. Given alone, amperozide was almost equipotent to clozapine, but less potent than haloperidol in both test models. It was found that there was a statistically significant synergism, in these two models, between amperozide and classical neuroleptics. Since amperozide is inactive in behavioural tests reflecting striatal dopaminergic mechanisms, the synergistic effect could be of great therapeutic value in the treatment of psychotic disorders.